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Glenn inaugurated 


NECC News Photo 


Lane Glenn addresses 
the crowd during his 
inauguration on April 30. 


“But as much as today is an inau- 
guration, even more importantly, it is 
a celebration of all that this college is 
today, and all that it is to become 


A mission to deliver 
medical supplies 
turns out to be more 


By JANETHIEFELS 
Guest author 


The Mission 
“Oh baby, baby, it's a wide 
world!” Cat Stevens belted out over 
the radio waves as | drove home on 
- 495, completing a journey that began 
almost 24 hours earlier in India. I 
sang along in full voice, knowing in 
my heart that my world had truly 
widened. Just two weeks earlier, our 
International Medical Relief team of 
~ 17, which included doctors, dentists, 
nurses, a nursing assistant, a doctor 
of pharmacy, and non-medical staff, 


tomorrow,” Northern Essex 
Community College President Lane 
Glenn told an audience of more than 
500 who attended his inauguration 
under a large white tent on the 
Haverhill campus quadrangle April 
30. 

“So as | stand here today, not 
alone as the newly inaugurated presi- 
dent of NECC, but alongside the stu- 
dents, the faculty, the staff, and the 
supporters of education in our com- 
munity who are Northern Essex 
Community College,” he said, “Here 
is the bold and simple vision I have 
for this college’s future: that we will 
tirelessly devote our time, our talents, 


and our resources to ensuring that 


everyone in our part of the 
Merrimack Valley who has a dream 
of college and what lies beyond: is 
prepared for college, participates in 
college, and persists through col- 
lege.” 

His remarks followed greetings 
given by several local dignitaries and 
friends of the Northern Essex 
Community College community. At 
times serious, at times jovial, the 
greetings were met with laughter and 
applause. 

“Lane would be the first to say 
that this is the college’s day,” said 
William Heineman, vice president of 
NECC academic affairs, while intro- 


ducing an NECC Achieving the 
Dream video highlighting several 
NECC students, faculty, and staff. 

John F. Tierney of the U.S. House 
of Representatives said lofty goals 
and aspirations have been set by 
Congress, and he is confident NECC 
will meet those goals because Glenn 
understands that “community col- 
leges are a gateway” to higher educa- 
tion. 

“This is an exciting time to be a 
community college leader in 
Massachusetts,” said Linda Dean 
Campbell of the Massachusetts 
House of Representatives. “...and 


you will always have a great partner F 


in the Massachusetts House of 
Representatives and Senate.” 

Dr. Richard Freeland, 
Commissioner of the Massachusetts 
Department of Higher Education, 
said the fact that President Glenn was 
previously vice president of academ- 
ic affairs at NECC served the college 


well. “We know Lane Glenn. Happily — 


this college campus knows his work. 
Students know him. Faculty knows 
him for his high standards. The com- 
munity knows him for his incredible 
role on this campus. This campus 
knows he is a good leader. | know 
him for his high intellect.” 


Continued on Page 5 
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Tl e second annual induction ceremony for the Phi 
| Kappa Honor Society was held at the Riverwalk 
Campus on Friday evening, May 4. Over one hundred 


Michele Simon Photo 


‘people were in attendance, including students, family 


members, and guests. 


passage to India 


had flown to Kolkata to give acute 
medical carein  clinicsin West 
Bengal, India. 

Our first assignment was to be in 
Barrackpur, a small town 15 miles 
from Kolkata, where we would all be 
lodged with Indian families. Arriving 
in Kolkata in the dark of night, we 
were driven though unlit streets to 
our homes. The next morning , my 
teammate, Laren, and I were awak- 
ened to a knock on the door as Sila, 
the matriarch of the family, appeared 
with delicate china tea cups filled 
with sweet chai. 

Soon after, the whole family was 
in the room to greet us in English. 
There was Ajoy, Sila's son, his wife 
Soma, and their very bright daughter, 
Atosi. We also met Swapan, an uncle, 
and Chopee, an aunt. Swapan later 
gave us a tour of the house, where we 
saw his prayer room with its elabo- 


rately decorated walls and shrines 
and viewed the neighborhood below 
from the balcony. Amidst the tangle 
of electric wires, houses surrounded 
by lush greenery lay before us, and 
the street came alive with bicycles, 
motorcycles, rickshaws, taxis, buses, 
carts ,and women walking in their 
colorful saris. In just a few days, 
Laren and I were to become very 
close to this wonderful family and to 
be introduced to a number of the 
other family members as well. 

First Clinic Days 

Dressed in our scrubs, we headed 
on foot to the clinic, where our team 
spent the morning organizing the 
pharmacy, setting up work stations, 
and gathering the interpreters as long 


_lines began to form outside. Laren 


and I had our nurses' stations on the 
roof and saw the patients with less 
serious ailments. I focused on holis- 


tic and alternative treatments in addi- 
tion to their prescribed medicine. We 
were surprised that a number of them 
came already armed with local doc- 
tors' reports. The more serious cases 
were referred to our three doctors, 
and our dentist office was busy that 
day as well. By the end of the day, we 
were aware that we were not treating 
an under-privileged population as 
had been requested by International 
Medical Relief. 

The next day dawned with a sim- 
ilar schedule, meetings with patient 
after patient at the clinic, with a total 
of 300 being seen. The men, women, 
and children we saw were warm and 
gracious. The day finished with a 
debriefing meeting, where we evalu- 
ated the day and planned the next. It 
was evident that we were a united 
and trusting team . 

Change in the air 


On the third morning, we opened 
our clinic to the long lines already 
forming. We again saw patient after 
patient throughout the day and fin- 
ished the day at sunset with the 
Muslim call to prayer echoing in the 
air. 

By now our team leader, Ann, 
was seriously questioning the plan- 
ning by our Indian contact person, 
who had scheduled us the entire 
week in the clinic he personally 
directed. Through our travel agent, 
she was able to locate a remote vil- 
lage called Chirkunda, where people 
were in need of medical care, so that 
evening, we packed up all our sup- 
plies and headed on a bus for Kolkata 
where we would have a day off 
before heading northward. 


Continued on Page 12 
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The season of 
graduation 


The season of gradua- 
tion is upon us, meaning 
those we know and love 
will be moving on with 
their lives; getting jobs, 
moving out (hopefully) 
and going to different 
schools. It seems at every 
single graduation ceremo- 
ny there is happiness in 
the crowd; but there is 
always another emotion 
fear. 

However, we are here 
to say that there is nothing 
to fear about graduating, 
except maybe for the pos- 
sibility of falling on the 
stage. 

Graduation is a cere- 


What advice can 


Chantal McGovern 


Psychology 
“Don’t drink the coffee at 


because its not real Starbucks cof- 


fee, it is a knock-off.” 


mony that represents 
change and there is noth- 
ing to fear, nor get sad 
about. 

Change simply means 
that things aren't going to 
stay the same. 

If everything stayed 
the same than life would 
be boring. 

And, if there is any- 
thing that is more tragic in 
life it is living a life that 
isn’t worth living. It is not 
going out and having fun 
with your life. 

So this is our plea to 
you. “Go out and live life 


always wanted to do. 
Don't sit around and let 
life pass you by. Because 
life is too short to be left 
up to fate. 

And as you enter a 
new world and leave 
another behind, experi- 
encing the surreal and 
enjoying every moment of 
every breath you take 
along the way, remember 
this: regret only the things 
you haven’t done, appre- 
icate the things that you 
have and never forget that 
the end of one thing is 
merely the beginning of 


Wi\| 9 DD ODR® 


to the fullest!” 


Do something 


Everson Tavares 


E Journalism 
Jitters 


can. 


Do you need 
to contact us? 


100 Elliott Street, 


io Ces Sea 
01830 


Newsroom 
978-556-3633 


Adviser 
978-550-3397 
Advertising 
978-556-3397 


Observer@necc.mass.edu 


Fit Yo ea enc mn dense a e and re 


“Enjoy college and take advantage 
of as many opportunities as you 


something new. 


awill\\0 2a 0980 


you 


u give to incoming 


fres 


Michele Simon 
Writing/Media-double major 
“You have to look up the clubs, 
awards and opportunites, they 
won't find you.” 


Photos/Interviews by Andy Robinson 


NECC Observer 


Spring 2012 Staff 


Executive Editor: Chantal McGovern 
o inion Editor: Andy Robinson 
ews Editor: Everson Tavares 
Campus Life Editor: SJA 
Features Editor: Michele Simon 
Sper te Editor: Josh Peltonovich 
Editor: Michael Litman 
Copy Editor: Mary Ellen D’Angelo-Lombari 
Asst. cour se Editor: welisss Almonor 
Writer: Lisa Lemoi 
Circulation Manager: Chantal McGovern 
Lawrence Circulation Manager: Andy Robinson 
Faculty Adviser: Mary Jo Shafer 


Have you taken or are currently taken Journalism 
1 and would like to be on staff? Then submit your 
resume to observer@necc.mass.edu 


Michael Litman 
Communications 
“Don’t take online classes. It’s 
easier in person.” 


Andy Robinson 
Journalism 
“Keep it to two years.” 


How to submit a letter to the Observer 

The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publi- 
cation may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at 
the newsroom, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 

All letters must be signed and also include a phone number for ver- 
ification. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the sub- 
ject line or risk not being received by the Observer email system. Please} 
email to observer@necc.mass.edu But, if you wish to submit a letter via-} 
paper: Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 
01830 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 
Association, and the New England Press Association. 


NECC Observer May 9, 2012 Page 3 


Northern Essex, it’s been fun 


Reflections of a time 
well spent at NECC 


By ANDY ROBINSON 
Opinion Editor 


It is my understanding that a 
columnist's success stems from his 
ability to tell a story or make a com- 
ment that connects with a reader, and 
then makes them think a little. Even 
for just a little while. Writing my last 
article for the NECC Observer is a 
task I don't take lightly, and a task 
that I, quite frankly, don't enjoy 
doing. My time as-a student journal- 
ist here on the NECC campus has 
been great. Simply awesome. I have 
had the opportunity to report on a lot 
of great and interesting things. But 
here I am: at the end. 

After I graduate in May, I'm leav- 
ing the Merrimack Valley for another 
Commonwealth, that of my home: 
Pennsylvania. A good friend of mine 
offered me a summer job that I glad- 
ly took, and I will be going home 
(longer than a couple of weeks this 
time around) for the first time since I 
started my academic career here in 
Haverhill. I go home scared, unsure 
of what’s left to be done and explored 
there. New Englanders have taught 
me to work hard and bite the bullet if 
you have to, and do so without com- 
plaint. 

I think it somewhat inappropriate to 


reflect on my own experiences here 
at Northern Essex, but then again, 
that's the job of the Opinion Editor, is 
it not? I'm going to take that excuse 
and run with it now. Join me? 

When I first came here, I car- 
pooled with my cousin or bor- 
rowed her yellow Volkswagen 
Bug to get to NECC. I was lucky 
enough to live in the neighboring 
town of Merrimac less than ten 
minutes, so the commute wasn't 
bad in any respect. I heard horror 
stories about people whizzing up 
route 495 North from Lawrence 
or even Boston. Those are the 
true commuters. You know, I 
went to class and then went to 
work and then went home. I was 
getting good grades, but that's it. 
I'm sure I'm not the only one that 
bought into the idea that not a lot 
happens on a community college 
campus. That was the truth for 
me for a long time. After a while, 
I started to get involved on cam- 
pus, primarily with the NECC 
Observer. From there, I got a job 
in the Student Engagement 
Center: the nerve center of cam- 
pus activities. Through the con- 
nections I made on campus, I got 
to take on a lot of interesting 
things on campus, including 
meeting the Governor of 
Massachusetts, Deval Patrick. 

I took the position of Opinion's 
Editor knowing full well that I'd have 


free reign; that I could write almost 
anything I wanted. And most impor- 
tantly, I new it would be easy. Let's 
not get caught up in a vanity case 
here. Writing an opinion column is 
pretty easy in the grand scheme of 
things. Let's be clear here. The only 
tough part about it is making it some- 
thing people will want to read. 

Outside the campus, I realized 
something that I hope is not exclu- 
sive to non-New Englanders. The 
Merrimack Valley hosts a mid-point 
for a variety of places. You’ve got the 
beach a half hour in one direction, 
thick Thoreauian forest in another, 
and the metropolitan city of Boston 
in another. I always loathed my 
hometown (that is a thing of the past 
now, thank goodness). But I wonder 
if I was born and raised in this area, 
would I have grown that mentality? I 
don’t see it much in the people I’ve 
met. In fact, they love it here. 

I leave Northern Essex, and New 
England, a better individual than the 
one I was when I came here. This 
region and the people who inhabit it, 
have taught me to embrace new and 
interesting things. Never in my 
wildest dreams did I imagine I would 
watch Wrestlemania. But there I was: 
rooting for West Newbury homeboy 
John Cena. 

I’m now a confident driver, master- 
ing Storrow Drive and Route 93. 

I make it sound like this is the end 
of my time here in New England. 


Don’t let me mislead you. We will all 
go places if we want to, and I plan to. 

For a lot of you, this isn't the end. 
Some of you still have a semester or 
two, or three, or four to go, And that's 
OK. I wish you the best. 

What people don't realize about the 
so called, “13th Grade” is that if used 
to its fullest potential, it is a great 
resource for students looking to grow 
and further their education. Also, it's 
incredibly cheap. But you all know 
this. Enough with the NECC propa- 
ganda. 

In our last issue, I wrote a rather 
grim reflection on trying to move to 
Boston. Now, take into consideration, 
I don't personally know many people 
who regularly read my column. To be 
honest, who would? But that's just 
me being self-deprecating. I found 
out that one of my friends who I 
respect a great deal, read the article 
and was rather offended at me for 
indirectly calling him an unsupport- 
ive friend. He takes two classes here 
at NECC and has a full time job. But 
he still made the time to read my col- 
umn. I wanted to take this last oppor- 
tunity I have in this print to thank 
him. This is for you Christian. 

Northern Essex Community College 
advertises, like most community col- 
leges do, as a “two year college.” 
Now what they don't tell you, and 
what they don't recommend, is that in 
order to achieve a degree in two 
years, you must take five course 


It’s time. 
Begin your next chapter 
today. 


Discover Cambridge College 
advantages 
no entrance exams + 
up to 90 transfer credits accepted ° 


face-to-face instruction 
career enhancing courses 
convenient evening and weekend 


classes 


unique adult learning model 
A.A., A.S., and A.A.S. degrees 


accepted in their entirety 


financial aid available for those 
who qualify 


Admissions 


Bachelor's programs for 
adult learners include 
Bachelor of Arts in Education 
Bachelor of Arts in 
Multidisciplinary Studies 
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology 
Bachelor of Science in 

Human Services 

Bachelor of Science in 
Management 


Contact us now! 


semesters for three semesters, then 
one six course semester, and then 
take an extra course over the summer. 
Having done this, I can personally 
tell you that it is hell. But possible. 

The biggest thing I'm taking away 
from experience as an opinion writer 
is that you have to commit more time 
to doing things than committing to 
writing. Your experiences shape the 
way you observe and tell your story. 
And whatever your write about, be 
passionate about it. I try to write in a 
way that readers will get a certain 
energy, be it exciting or sad. 

Even though I’m graduating, I 
don’t feel like celebrating. There 
is still much work to be done. 
What are my plans for the fall? 
Where will I live? Where will I 
be going to school? These are 
huge questions that I can’t help 
but worry about. There’s no 
doubt that a lot of you are in the 
same boat. This is the time when 
we can’t get distracted and let the 
boat sink. This is of course 
directed at those using Northern 
Essex as a_ stepping stone 
towards a four-year college. 

This is it Northern Essex. I'd 
rather end our relationship quick- 
ly so I don’t ramble more than I 
already have. I won’t forget my 
time here, and I hope I’ve served 
the Observer well. 


Learn more at 
an information 


session 

Tuesday, June 5, 2012 
4:00-7:00 p.m. 

Cambridge College 

Merrimack Valley Regional Center 
60 Island Street 

Lawrence, Massachusetts 01841 


> Join us any time between 4:00 


and 7:00 p.m. 


admissions@cambridgecollege.edu 


855.882.2627 


MERRIMACK VALLEY REGIONAL CENTER 


Cambridge 
College 


www.cambridgecollege.edu/skilled + 855.882.2627 


Merrimack Valley Regional Center | 


60 Island 


information néeded to maké informed de 


Street, Lawrence, Massachusetts 


isons. Cambridae ¢ 


lege 


Page 4 NECC Observer May 9, 2012 


Observer Editor in Chief retires 


Student editor 
gradutes NECC and 
moves on to UMass 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Executive Editor 


I wish I could think of some great 
sentence or quote to begin this article 
with, as right now | am just a few 
hours away from my retirement as a 
journalist at the Observer. However, 
I keep getting distracted by the dirt 
covered floor of the newsroom | have 
tried for countless semesters to scrub 
clean. On the other hand, my desk is 
finally clear and my things are all 
boxed up. 

It is a peculiar feeling since I keep 
thinking after this one I will need to 
write another article for the next 
issue. But, | am not going to be here 
for another issue. This is the last 
issue, for me at least. 

For three years, I have been among 
the first to arrive on campus and the 
last to leave. So needless to say, this 
moment is something I have looked 


New form of diet p 


Feeding tubes as a 
form of dieting? 
What next? 


By Lisa LEmMol! 
Staff Writer 


Over the decades there has been 
many an idea on how to lose weight 
quickly and with as little effort as 
possible. In the 1960's we had the 
wooden roller machine, hot pant 
sauna suits that promised to break 
down fat, and the ever popular belt 
machine that jiggled away unwant 
ed cellulite. In the 1970's there was 
Diet 


‘candy’ called Ayds. In the 1980's 


the Scarsdale and a diet 
the diet pill Dexatrim became a 
Strong seller for the woman on the 
go needing a “quick fix’. Slim Fast 
was new on the market during this 
Then in 1990, we 


began to think more about what we 


time as well. 


should be eating rather than taking a 
pill or jiggling it away. Atkins 
began its ascend to fame in the 90's 
with the message of no-carb, low 
carb diet regime. The new millenni- 
um, brought us Trim Spa, Hoodia, 
and Alli. Energy drinks such as 


forward to for such a long period of 
time. Finally, it is time to transfer to a 
place far away from NECC! 

Now that it is here though I have to 
say I will miss this place when I am 
gone because I learned so much 
others, 


about life and strangely 


enough, myself. 
Northern Essex has 
like 
and 


really been 


home to me 


Each person brings something gi 
makes it so unique. They also 
around and I am not the most 


Til miss being a 
student here. 
Roaming the hall- 


ways are amazing 


students. They 
come from such 
diverse back- 
grounds, overcome life altering 


struggles and yet, they still come to 


class because NECC is a place of 


opportunity. 

Honestly, without Northern Essex I 
probably wouldn’t even be in col- 
lege. Sometimes, people ask me how 
I do all this, balance work, the news- 
paper, school and family. Frankly, the 
truth is that I don’t, I am honestly ter- 
rible at it. | am average in all respects 
and in many areas below average. 


Monster, Red Bull and Rock Star 
that jilted and buzzed our insides 
with the high levels of caffeine to 
suppress our appetites altogether. 
Where am | going with all of this 
you ask? Well, just last week I was 
scanning news sites and found that 
there is a new diet fad making its 
claim to fame. There is no exercise 
involved; there are no counting 
calories, or weighing foods. Heck, 
there aren’t even any special foods 
you need to buy. The only thing that 
you need to do on this diet is just 
not eat. Or drink. Anything. For up 
to two weeks. Yep, you read cor- 
rectly. You do absolutely nothing 
and the pounds just melt away. But 
there is just one catch; you have to 
wear a feeding tube for at least ten 


days. Still sound good to you? 


Hopefully not, but to hundreds of 


women around the country, they are 
turning to their doctors requesting 
this procedure 

This diet is called the Feeding 
Tube Diet or The K-E Diet. When 
you find out exactly why women are 
doing it, I hope you are as appalled 
as | am. It disgusts me to even type 


the words onto this page. 


Sometimes, | think why would any- 
one ever have picked me to do this 
job. Although, | suspect that I should- 
n't have said that or rather written 
that. 

The truth is I’m surrounded by so 
many awesome people and I would- 


-Chantal McGovern, retiring 
Executive Editor of the NECC Observer 


n’t be here without them. Thus, here 
are a few people that I would like to 
thank: Without all the staff members 
of the 
wouldn’t be what it 1s. 

They work so hard, that I can’t even 
put it into words. They spend hours 
upon hours putting together the 
newspaper between working two to 
three jobs AND going to school full- 
time. This group of people make me 
so proud. I bet one day they will be 


Observer, the newspaper 


I’m ashamed as a woman, to think 
that other women are out there put- 
ting this tube up their nose, down 
their throats into their stomachs for 
ten days in order to, ready for this? 
Fit into their wedding gowns. 

Yep. Something that is as trivial as 
fitting into a dress that a woman is 
only going to wear for one day. 
Albeit the day is a very important 
one, however, the question here is, 
if a bride is so concerned that she is 
not going to fit into a wedding dress 
ten days before a wedding, why 
wasn’t she watching what she was 
eating all along, and why on earth 
did she buy such a small size in the 
first place? It just doesn’t make 
sense. 

Feeding tubes are for the sick and 
the dying. Sorry to be so morbid, 
but it’s true. Medical professionals 
usually require feeding tubes to 
individuals who cannot swallow on 
their own but still need nutrients 
administered into their bodies on a 
daily basis. According to the Brown 
University website, “Feeding tubes 
may provide nutrition to people 
who have difficulty swallowing or 


are unable to eat for medical rea- 


‘ent to the newspaper, which 
to listen to me ordering them 
ant person to deal with. 


on television. 

Each person brings something dif- 
ferent to the newspaper, which makes 
it so unique. They also have to listen 
to me ordering them around and I am 
not the most pleasant person to deal 
with. Plus, they correct my grammat- 
ical errors because | 
don’t always re-read 
my work and they 
deserve a Pulitzer 
Prize just for under- 
taking that task. Yes, 
it is true, even edi- 
tors of newspapers 
make mistakes in writ- 
ing. Take the advice 
from your English pro- 
fessor and proofread. 

Also, Amy Callahan, the former 
advisor for the newspaper and Mary 
Jo Shafer, our current advisor, 
worked incredibly hard. Both saw 
something and believed in me during 
time when I didn’t believe in myself. 
They care about their students, which 
makes them amazing teachers to 


learn from. 
For the past two years I have 
worked at the Bentley library and 


sons. A feeding tube is a device 
which transports liquid nutrition to 
your stomach. A feeding tube can be 
inserted into the stomach (G-tubes), 
through the nose and into the stom- 
ach (NG-tubes), or through the nose 
into the small intestine (NJ 
tubes). The NG and NJ tubes are 


and 


considered to be temporary and the 
G tube is considered more perma- 
nent but it can be removed.” 

The NY Daily News reported the 
procedure costs upwards of 
$1,500.00 for a mere ten day’s treat- 
ment. “Jessica Schnaider, a bride 
from Surfside, Fla., happily paid 
$1,500 to have the tube inserted for 
10 days in order to look just right 
for her wedding pictures.” Happily? 
We have turned into a pretty twisted 
society when the thought of a feed- 
ing tube inserted into our bodies 
make us happy. 

It’s not just the patients who have 
become a bit greedy with their body 
image, but the medical 
professionals | feel have become 
equally as greedy to permit this type 
of procedure to their patients. Dr 
Oliver R. Di Pietro told The New 


York Times that he resisted the idea 


have loved every minute of it. | adore 
all the ladies that I work with and 
honestly loved going to work. They 
have the ability to brighten up any 
room and make even the most serious 
person crack up laughing. 

Working there actually was like 
going on vacation, a very serene 
vacation minus the palm trees. 

Lastly, the people I need to thank 
the most that are very special in my 
life are my family. 

Particularly my Mother and Father 
because not only do they ensure | 
have a roof over my head and always 
make sure I have something to eat. 
But, every time I feel like giving up 
they tell me not to quit and to keep 
pushing forward. 

Nevertheless, [ am happy I came to 
NECC because from attending this col- 
lege’ I now have the ability to believe in 
myself and have the courage to follow my 
dreams. No matter where I go in life, | will 
always remember where I started. 


roves sickly 


of using the diet on people who just 
wanted to drop a few pounds but 
“Why 
should I say 5 or 10 pounds are 


then changed his mind. 


not enough?” the Bay Harbor 
Fla., doctor told The 


Times. “People want to be perfect.” 


Islands, 


Keep rationalizing your greed doc- 
tor. 

So, are there any side effects? But 
of course there are. Like anything 
else in this world, nothing comes 
without a price. If you don’t mind 
the dizziness, nausea, and constipa- 
tion; not to mention having to carry 
around the bag o’ nutrition and 
explain your shallow reasoning to 
friends and family why you look 
like you are deathly ill, then this 
diet may be something for you to 
consider. Sarcastically said, of 
course. } 

Now, | don’t know about you, but 
would just rather put the chips and 
chocolate down, walks at least 30 
minutes a day, keep my intake at the 
healthy caloric level of around 
1,200, drink at least eight glasses of 
water a day, and oh yeah, buy a 
wedding dress that FITS. 
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News 


Haverhill city lights dim 


Crime rates on the 
rise in the city of 
Haverhill? 


By EVERSON TAVERAS 
News Editor 


What was once the tranquil, idle 
city of Haverhill has now become, in 
most recent times, a place for mid- 
night opportunists looking to score 
big on individuals roaming the empty 
streets of Haverhill; random fires that 
leave many homeless, robbery, acts 
of vandalism and pot dealing. 

These are but a few of the inci- 
dents that have occurred lately, as the 
rise in crime leave many residents to 
question if the city will ever be safe 
again. Or if police can protect its peo- 
ple. 

“I don’t know if I want to live 
here anymore with everything that’s 
been going on,” said a 52-year-old 
and longtime Haverhill resident. 
“Haverhill has changed, and it hasn’t 
been for the best and that worries me 
a lot.” 

The city first began to see the 
recent crime spike when a group of 
vandals decided to paint the town one 
late evening near the end of March. 

As it crept closer to midnight on 
March 31, a wave of vandalism ran 
all the way from Webster Street to 
12th Avenue in the Acre, according to 
Haverhill police. People coming out 
of their homes discovered vandals 
with spraypaint cans had damaged 

their homes, vehicles, garages and 
other property, Detective Jack Moses 
told the Eagle Tribune. 

He went on to note that the van- 
dals, using blue and black spraypaint, 
drew crude caricatures of body parts, 
and profane words on walkways, 
homes, and cars. Another vandalism 
incident occured late night April 10 
when homes on Broadway and How 


Street were damaged by paintballs, 
reported police. 

And what would become a series 
of fires that has stretched to current 
date commenced one Saturday morn- 
ing on April 1 when a violent fire 
broke out for residents of a multi- 
family home at 63 Pecker St., 
destroying the brick building and the 
possessions of four families living 
there. 

Several other fires would follow 
in Haverhill. 

Days after the fire, an incident 
occurred where a man with a knife 
attempted to rob cash from the CVS 
Pharmacy at 425 Lowell Ave. early 
Sunday morning, police said, accord- 
ing to the Eaglel Tribune. 

But when the store clerk told him 
she couldn't open the register, he 
looked at the last-minute items and 
not wanting to leave empty handed 
settled for cigarettes, toothpaste and 
dental floss and fled the scene, the 
Eagle Tribune said. According to 
police, the man was found at the time 
of the arrest with a carton of 
Marlboro cigarettes, a tube of 
Colgate toothpaste, a package of 
CVS dental floss and an Arizona Iced 
Tea, which he had carried to the 
counter. 

Residents had questions April 15 
when police released little informa- 
tion about a shooting at a River Street 
apartment complex that occurred 
around 8:20 p.m. Although residents 
of the complex reported a man was 
shot and bleeding from the head, 
Haverhill police Lt. Anthony Haugh 
would only confirm the time of the 
shooting and that it occurred on 
River Street, according to news 
reports. 

Shortly after the shooting, anoth- 
er incident occurred in the immediate 
area when a man who was shot in the 
leg was attacked in his River Street 
apartment complex. The victim, who 
police are not identifying at this time, 
was transported to Lawrence General 


Hospital for what police said were 
non life-threatening injuries after he 
was pistol whipped in the head by his 
assailant, according to the Eagle 
Tribune. Police said the shooting 
happened just before 8:30 p.m. 
Saturday inside Intervale Place, an 
apartment and condominium com- 
plex at 402 River St. 

Meanwhile, two handymen were 
arrested April 19 and charged with 
scamming a 92-year-old man out of 
$90,000 by charging him for odd jobs 
they did around his home after the 
two arrivied in February in a red 
GMC pick-up truck with Maine 
license plates to the elderly’s house 
offering to do small jobs, the Eagle 
Tribune reported. 

Billy Adams, 34, of Saco and 
Edmond Wormwood, 33, of 
Biddeford were arrested by state 
police in Maine on a warrant from 
Haverhill, according to the Eagle 
Tribune and they were charged with 
larceny by continuous scheme. 
Coincidentally, a similar incident 
occurred “when a 93-year-old city 
woman was the victim of a purse 
snatching as she was walking to her 
car in a Lowell Avenue parking lot,” 
one afternoon, the Eagle Tribune 
said. The victim told police she went 
to a store and an ATM. As she walked 
back to her car, a woman approached 
the victim and asked how she was 
and then grabbed the victim's purse, 
according to the Eagle Tribune. The 
thief then got into a dark-colored sta- 
tion wagon and drove off. 

But it’s not just the streets of 
Haverhill that aren’t safe anymore. 
On April 24, Stacey LeMarie’s purse 
was stolen... right in front of 
Seabrook Circuit Courthouse in 
Seabrook, N.H., according to the 
Eagle Tribune. 

According to security, it was the 
first theft that had ever taken place 
there, the Eagle Tribune reporter. 
Hopefully, it’s also the last time. 

As crime never takes a day off, 


more vandalism occurred the next 
day at Whittier Middle School when 
“someone broke in and caused sever- 
al thousand dollars worth of damage 
by flooding part of the building,” the 
Eagle Tribune reported. 

“Superintendent James Scully 
said the intruders entered the school 
through a side door and turned on a 
faucet in one of the classrooms on 
Sunday night,” the Eagle Tribune 
said. 

Cases of larceny and vandalism 
are prominent in Haverhill, but so are 
cases of under-age drinking and drug 
dealing. 

On April 28, a city couple was 
arrested by police on drug-dealing 
charges “after officers found 125 
grams of marijuana, the materials to 
package it, and $3,600 in cash in their 
car,” the Eagle Tribune said. 

“Sara Delafuente, 20, and Robert 
Ortiz Ill, 27, both of 74 Pecker St., 
were already free on bail stemming 
from arrests Jan. 19 on similar mari- 
juana charges. Prosecutor Ashlee 
Logan told the court Ortiz receives 
$875 a month from Social Security 
and Delafuente is a ward of the state 
receiving $750 monthly from the 
state Division of Children and 
Families,” the Eagle Tribune said. 

As of recent days, the city of 
Haverhill has witnessed a number of 
fires that has left many homeless and 
one dead, and on May 6 there was no 
exception. 

What was supposed to be a sim- 
ple yard sale outside the boarded-up 
three-family house at 98 Fountain St. 
quickly turned into a two-alarm fire 
that broke out early morning, spoil- 
ing the day’s plans for a leisurely day 
and virtually destroyed most of the 
family’s belongings as well as the 
two-and-a half-story house at the cor- 
ner of Fountain and Lawrence street, 
according to news reports. 

And in the lastest news, police 
are investigating three men who were 
attacked as they walked at Sth 


Avenue and Cedar Street toward 
White Street last Saturday night, 
which police believe both incidents 
are the work of the same people. 

"Basically, because they occurred 
in close proximity to one another, we 
believe they may be related and are 
investigating them as though they 
may be related," Detective Capt. 
Alan Ratte told the Eagle Tribune. 

“In the first reported attack, two 
men ages 38 and 45 told police they 
were attacked from behind by four 
men as they walked at Cedar Street 
and Sth Avenue toward White Street 
about 11:25 p.m,,” the Eagle Tribune 
said, Then, a third man was attacked 
in similar fashion as he walked on 
Water Street just prior to the attack 
on the two men, Deputy police Chief 
Donald Thompson told the Eagle 
Tribune. 

According the police reports 
cited in the Eagle Tribune, “the 45- 
year-old was knocked to the pave- 
ment unconscious and suffered a 
large gash to the right side of his 
head. The victim was treated at the 
scene by a Trinity Ambulance crew 
and taken to Merrimack Valley 
Hospital for further treatment.The 
attackers took his wallet containing 
$500 in cash.” 

Incidents such as these are not 
uncommon, yet Haverill residents are 
certainly put on edge by the recent 
rise in crime in the city. 

Danger could be around any cor- 
ner and vandalism knows no surface 
it has not touched, as if the moon sig- 
nals its minions to come out at night 
to play. 

And if it hasn’t instilled fear or 
awareness in Haverhill residents, 
then the thought can only plague 
their minds as they walk alone at 
night to the corner store or as the ven- 
dor anticipates his next attacker. 
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Freeland said Glenn is the man to 
move the college forward. “He will 
help the college fulfill its potential 
in every way.” 

President Emeritus David 
Hartleb told the crowd he met 

_ President Glenn six years ago when 
Dr. Glenn was a candidate for the 
vice president’s position. In the 
intervening years, they had become 
friends though he admits they have 
different styles and strengths. 

“He lives the principals of 
Appreciative Inquiry, Hartleb said. 

With Lane Glenn as president, 
Hartleb, who served for 15 years, 
said the college will continue to 
grow and soar. 

The Rev. Thomas Bentley, son 
of the late Harold Bentley, founding 
president of Northern Essex, said 
his father and President Glenn share 
the gift of seeing the possibilities 
within the college. 

As a community college gradu- 
ate President Glenn understands the 
role that Northern Essex plays in 
higher education, said local attorney 


and NECC alumnus Joseph 
Edwards, on behalf of the Trustees. 
“T can’t think of anyone more qual- 
ified to bring the college forward.” 

NECC English professor Terry 
Cargan, who spoke for the faculty 
and staff, said when she polled fel- 
low faculty members what words 
they would use to describe 
President Glenn she came away 
with a list that included dedicated, 
dynamic, personable, optimistic, 
challenging, and energetic. 

“We know he will be unstop- 
pable,” said Attorney Dawne 
Young, who spoke on behalf of the 
alumni. She noted that President 
Glenn would continue the college’s 
mission to provide college educa- 
tion to all. 

Al Getler, publisher of The 
Eagle Tribune, said since Glenn’s 
appointment in July, he has already 
proved to be a dependable leader in 
Haverhill, Lawrence, and _ the 
Merrimack Valley. 

“Lane Glenn’s legacy begins 
today,” he said. 

The NECC Chamber Chorus 
under the direction of director Alisa 
Bucchiere, sang “Northern Essex 


Raise Your Banner High,” and “The 
Impossible Dream”. 

The Essex Chamber Music 
Players under the musical direction 
of Michael Finegold, performed 
“Fanfare with Variations,” com- 
posed by Finegold in celebration of 
NECC’s 50th anniversary. 

The NECC student jazz/rock 
ensemble under the direction of 
Michael Lecuyer, performed “I’ve 
Got Rhythm,” by George Gershwin. 

The processional was led by 
Matthew Phelps and the Stuart 
Highland Pipe Band. 

Glenn is the fourth president of 
Northern Essex, which was founded 
in 1961. 

The college celebrated its 50th 
anniversary and Glenn’s 
Inauguration with a host of events 
including presentations by Dr. 
Franklin Chang Diaz, NASA’s first 
Latino astronaut, a 50th celebration 
on Friday night at which 50 individ- 
uals were recognized for Making a 
Difference in the lives of others, a 
dance performance by NECC’s Still 
Point Dancers Saturday night that 
included an aerial ballet piece, anda 
performance by the NECC Chorus 


on Sunday afternoon. 

A resident of Amesbury, Dr. 
Lane Glenn became president of 
Northern Essex on July 1, 2011. 
Prior to his appointment, he served 
as vice president of academic affairs 
for five years. 

He is focused on student success 
and is passionate about finding 
ways to help students achieve their 
educational goals, especially stu- 
dents who are underprepared for 
college. 

At Northern Essex, he has pro- 
vided leadership for the college’s 
involvement in Achieving the 
Dream, a national effort to help 
more community college students 
succeed, with a special focus on stu- 
dents of color and low income stu- 
dents. 

In the past four years, the col- 
lege has adopted many new initia- 
tives, including enhanced academic 
advising, new tutoring resources, a 
college success skills course, and 
more, designed to increase retention 
and graduation rates. 

In addition, he expanded the 
college’s relationships with local 
high schools and partnered with 


local employers, such as Raytheon, 
to develop programs that deliver the 
skills most needed in the job mar- 
ket. 

Dr. Glenn has also served as 
dean of academic and student serv- 
ices at Oakland Community College 
near Detroit, Michigan; and on the 
faculty at Lansing Community 
College in Lansing, Michigan. 

Glenn earned a Ph.D. from 
Michigan State University, a Master 
of Arts from Oklahoma State 
University, and a Bachelor of Arts 
from Northeastern State University. 

He is proud to say he got his 
start at a community college: Rose 
State College in Midwest City, 
Oklahoma. 
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Maritza Torres 
Sandra I. Torres 
Patxi A. Valdez 
Roger A. Valdez 
Natisha G. Valentin 
Carolin G. Valerio 
Elias P- Vargas 
Aldelly Vas 
Gabriella Z. Veguilla 
John A. Vel. la 
Paula A. Ventura 
Nancy Veras 
Enmanuel Villegas 
Mayreni ae 
Jonathan T. Wright 
Bonnielee Yanez 
Kim Zysk 
Leominster, 
Nicole Villafane 
Lowell, MA 
Jordan A. Bernier 
Jacky Chung 
Jennifer M. Crowley 
Christine E. Desharnais 
Ana V. Diaz 
Kevin P. Dillon 
Franca O. Edo 
Andrew R. Fortier ~ 
Stacie J. Geo 
Elizabeth M. Gi 
harin Kem 
Desiree L. Letourneau 
Tanya L. Loukx 
Courtney G. Miller 
Stephen G. Ndungu 
Jennifer Picard 


n, MA 
Jennifer L. Mason 
Anne E. Shivachi 


Richard Ripley 


Medford, MA 
Katherine E. Kivell 
Jane A. Pladziewicz 

Melrose, MA 


Angela G. Perks 
Kim P. Sampson 
Wenty | Adams 
i ms 
Eric C. Bistan 
Devin H. Brodie 
D Marisa Caputo 
Tara M. Carnes 
Jennifer A. Chelmo 
Lindsey A. Curole 
Cecilly J. Deorocki 
KI Beatrice Fernando 
Amanda E. Francis 
Melissa A. Gagnon 
uy 


Shawn A. 

Molly E. Krugh 
Jennifer M. Laine 
Samantha E. Ledwich 
Mary P. Lundin 

Sean B. Milley 

Erica L. Moscone 
Sallie A. Moynihan 
Patrick T. Nett 
Heather A. Norcross 
Andrew W. Robinson 
Meghan J. Summerton 
Ivory A. Unitt 
Keaton R. Van Thof 
Amber N. Wil. 


Philip E. Abdoo 
Anthony J. Aboukhalil 
Luis Adames 
Julia M. A ivas 
Justin M. Antoon 
Alex R. Arsenault 
Martha A. Aversa 
Kaitlyn E. Barrett 
Marley D. Beohner 
Jack L. Bergeron 
Deborah A. Blouin 
Christian S. Bolton 
Robin M. Boyle 
John J. Bruno 
Richard G. Carter 
Angela J. Cassanelli 
Brandon J. Chagnon 
Susan L. Clancy 
Corey J. Coonradt 
Bri D. Cormier 
Gineyda Cornelio 
Anthony J. Corsetti 
Kaitlyn B. Couture 
Laticha Davis 
Julie A. DeGregorio 
a ae Deschene 
ira 
Maureen P. DeSisto 
* Kayla Mary. DiBella 
Michael R. DiBiasio 
Steven DiLeo 
Gianna M. Domek 
Angela G. Dominguez 
Clinton N. Downs 
Jennifer C. Dragon 
Kelsey E. Edwards 
Rebecca Enos 
Camila C. Espaillat 
Jennifer Fernandez 
Heather M. Finocchiaro 
Kathleen F. Flemings 
Shane R. Foley 
Daritza A. Francisco 
Jacob W. Fredette 
Jennifer J. Freeman 
Jessica F. Gardner 
Brittany N. Haddad 
Laura A. Hidish 
Stephanie M. Jaskot 
Renee Joseph 
Thomas J. Kennedy 
Paola L. King 
Gerald M. Kinyua 
Jenna M. Kish 
Ashleigh R. Koinange 
Kala ie s 
la A. Kurkjian 
Steven A. hee 
Kevin M. LaBelle 
Danielle M. Labrecque 
“id pre ad 
jay 5. ry 
Ashley D. Lang 
Michele M. Lannan 
James D. LaPierre 
David A. LaPlume 
Brooke E. Lavoie 
Sara D. LeMieux 
Sara D. LeMieux 
Eric M. Levesque 
Renee M. Levesque 
- Ryan M. Lobberecht 
hee oe aad 
s . Lu 
Chil 
Kylee M. Maclnnis 
Steve R. Marques 
Naomi Martinez 
Michael J. Martino 
Shamniz Mauthoor 
Bonnie J. McConnachie 
Kristina A. Meli 
Ashley L. Moon 
Alba Y. Morales 


Lizmary Mota 

Kellie N. Murray 
Angelica Negron 
Charelle N. Nightingale 
Adela M. Nunez 
Heather L. O'Donnell 
Ivelisse Oyola 
MaryGina Parisi 
Robert Pena 

Jasmin Pereyra 
Danielle A. Perrotta 
Kerlande Pharo-Louis 
Danielle E. Pinheiro 
Tasha Pride 

Isabel E. Ramos 
Olivia P. Retelle 
Georgie Rosario 
Joseph M. Saade 


Micheline seg ne Kany 


Hasna Sanane 
Damaris L. Santana 
Candice A. Seplow 
Teresa M. Smith 
Jason A. Stanzione 
Thai V. Thu 
Jacquelyn M. Tomeo 
Andrea A. Tontodonato 
William E. Toomey 
Thuytrang T. Tran 
Kerri A. Valentine 
Emily J. Valliere 
Isabel K. Vargas 
Rodrigo J. Velez 
Christine J. Wallace 
Roderick Mario. Wiggins 
Michael G. Zangri 
Middleton, 
Alex B. Pelletier 
Milford, MA 
Caitlin N. Stewart 
N Andover, MA 
Ingrid Marstaller 
eedham, MA 
Anne R. Drury 
Newbury, MA 
Tanya R. Carter 
Daniel G. Gurlitz 
Newburyport, MA 
Dazha A. Allen 
Joanne S. Brazenos 
Allison K. Burridge 
Michael A. Costello 
Shayna A. Douby 
Sergei I, Draleau 
Kendra Maria. Ferro 
Chelsey L. French 
David A. Grant 
Erica L. Jancewicz 
Sandra E. Johnson 
Tracy Jones 
Jason A. Lacroix 
Leslie A. Lindquist 
Meghan E. Monahan 
Josephine M. O'Brien 
Kevin R. Pike 
Vanessa L. Racki 
Kenneth M. Roland 


Sheryl A. Sterner-Caldwell 


Jane M. Sullivan 
Maggie E. Tobin 
Brooke P. Todd 

Kelly E. Warwick 
North Andover, MA 
Vanessa T. Allen 
Tushar Banerji 
Rashira Y. Batista 
Jessica L. Berry 
Melanee D. Bornemann 
Alexander E. Cloonan 
Rodney Conley 

Kevin R. Cote 

Cheryl A. Davis 

Rose E. DiNuccio 
Joshua D. Edwards 
Adam B. Flanz 
Valerie J. Fryer-Gyang 
Kerrie A. Gillen 
Maria V. Gonzales 
Meagan Grant 
Nadeen E. Hernandez 
Khalil A. Kabli 
Robert A. Keen 

Laura J. Lachapelle 
Alexandra J. Lynch 
Daniel P. Martini 
Shannon P. Mullaly 
Tracy L. Nigrelli 

Jill M. Norwood 
Jorge M. Nunez 
Ambrosina P. Pancorbo 
Daniel Paul. Perry 
Nicole B. Perry 
Vanessa E. Posner 


Nancie B. Quintal-Williams 


James Rivera 

Lauren A. Sacco 
Sandra Salinas 
Michelle M. Sharp 
Cara A. Silva 

Danae S. Silver 
Sarah A. Smith 
Richard J. Toomey 
Linda A. Torrisi 
Courtney P. Viglione 
Michael L. Wolfenden 
Srinidhi Yerramaneni 
North See MA 
Robert D. DeAngelis 


of 


Jill M. Leary 
Andrea L. Martin 
Bonnie J. Stanley 
Peabody, MA 
Jeff W. Larrabee 
embroke, MA 


Ng MA 
Katherine Ruth. Murphy 
fad M. Parshley 
owley, MA 
Jonathan P. Daley 
Michelle L. D'Orazio 
Cheryl B. Willmonton 
Salem, MA 
David W. Muntz 
Amy Rodriguez 
Esther W. Wachira 
Salisbury, MA 
Nathan J. Allard 
Kristina M. Andriotakis 
Barbara A. Champagne 
Tina M. Currier 
Jonna M. Doucette 
Tracey J. Douglass 
Jennifer J. Drew 
Andrew P. Driscoll 
Lauran D. Frost 
Mary A. Gioia 
Robert B. Goguen 
Margaret G. Griffin 
Paula M. Kenney 
Brett R. Lundy 
Angelica E. Medina 
Danielle L. Merritt 
Heather L. Price-Johnson 
Kimberley A. Rodriguez 
Georgia P. Starnes 
Brian Toner 
Aaron W. Tuxbury 
Robert K. Vatcher 
Randy J. Videyko 
augus, MA 
Jennifer M. Peczka 
Shrewsbury, MA 
David W. Muntz 
Somerville, MA 
Christina T. Sousa 
South Hamilton, MA 
Susan E. Benner 
Stoneham, MA 
Nicole M. Lussier 
Romina N. Montesinos 
Tewksbury, MA 
George P. ‘Allen 
Manuel Torres. Cabral 
Marina E. Carifio 
Gina M. Coyle 
Patricia A. Ferrari 
Kristine E. Killion 
Zachary E. Pereira 
Christopher M. Reynolds 
Jill M. Waters 
Topsfield, MA 
Anna M. Kilroy 
Townsend, MA 
von PR = iA 
msboro, 
Daniel Olepere 
Jordan F. Slates 
Wakefield, MA 
Lisa M. Lemoi 
James R. Romanelli 
Watertown, MA 
Bruce A. Baltazar 
West Newbury, MA 
Hannah D. Bacheller 
Brianna E. Connolly 
Tara J. Hanson 
Holly K. Parker 
Kara C. Percival 
Shannon E. Santimore 
Patricia L. Skibbee 
Jeffrey T. Smallcomb 
ilmington, MA 
Christine S. Denney 
Andria R. Keating 
Jessica A. O'Donnell 
David M. Romano 
Cynthia P. Servizio 
Worcester, MA 
Eduart Caushi 
Kennebunkport, ME 
Nicole Marie. Withrow 
Windham, ME 
Rory S. Putnam 
Atkinson, NH 
Emily P. Antanavich 
Megan E. Butler 
Leah E. Corbett 
Kirsten A. Crescenzo 
Victoria M. Czaia 
Kimberley C. Hard; 
Danielle E. Hubbell 
Jennifer M. Igoe 
Pamela F. Jackson 
Danielle A. Judkins 
Carol Kreidermacher 
Timothy D. Latta 
Erin P. Leavitt 
John H. O'Neill 
Danielle P. Perrier 
Michael F. Polito 
Kevin A. Rodwell 
Karen A. Wood 


9% 


Brentwood, NH 
David P. Lunn 
Wieke N. VonScheidt 

Chester, NH 
Jesse J. Gerry 
Barry C. Jensen 
Jennifer B. Lake 
Jennifer B. Lake 
Nina L. StPierre 
Stefan R. Trogisch 

Concord, NH 
Andrew N. Gruner 

Danville, NH 
Angela C. Balchunis 
Samuel D. Champey 
Jason R. Collins 
Jessica A. Drucker 
Aliza C. Kenny 
Jason E. Lee 
Ashleigh C. Royer 

Derry, NH 
Melissa Almonor 
Jennifer L. Cavanaugh 
Rachel F. Ciaramitaro 
Elisabeth C. Green 
Katherine A. Grout 
Erin K. Guilfoyle 
Jason P. Lavoie 
Tracy C. Lawman 
Valerie M. Longo 
Lauren M. Rastello 
Joseph M. Schena 
Karissa M. Schneider 
Gabrielle Tatoyian 
Corinne A. Taylor 

Dover, NH 
Jesse Davis 
Gretchen D. Struble 
East Hampstead, NH 
Sarah VJ. Delcore 
Anthony J. Frasca 
Daniel S. Gove 
Kaitlin B. Murphy 
Sheila D. Roberts 
Kelsey R. Tucker 
East Kingston, NH 
Jillian A. Boucher 
Melanie Janvrin 

Exeter, NH 
Lisa M. Griffin 
Julianna E. O'Neill 
Christina M. Pride 
Charles M. Spear 

Fremont, NH 
Michael H. Guay 
Lynn A, Quincy 


Samuel M. Bigelow 
Taryn M. Cassettari 
Elise R. Felenchak 
Danae E. Fournier 
David J. Gioia 
Jennifer E. Heinrich 
Fawn M. Janco 
Bianca J. Murphy 
Thomas L. Nelson 
Vicki L. True 
Hampton, NH 
Christopher D. Baxter 
William R. Darling 
Curtis J. Sian 
Hudson, NH 
Christen N. Fecteau 
Kingston, NH 
Gina M. Broyer 
Kaeli F. Conlon 
Thomas J. Copello 
Marie K. Kruger 
Maryann A. Lapointe 
Rachel M. Loring 
Nicholas D. Mascioli 
Kenneth F. McNulty 
Samantha L. Morison 
Sean M. Mullen 
Zachary A. Quigley 
Jeffrey J. Rego 
Chad M. Saindon 
Kaitlyn A. Sawyer 
Maegan E. Silvers 
Londonderry, NH 
Kaileen S. Boyle 
Lauren E. Branscomb 
Brittany P. Buyck 
Shyloh D. Casey 
Mary E. Chetelat 
Amy L. Curtin 
Amanda J. Evans 
Thomas V. Green 
Karissa A. LeClair 
Manchester, NH 
Shane A. Beauchemin 
Laurie A. Browinski 
Lisa A. Carmichael 
Jason M. Friel 
Karl D. Hutchins 
Jacqueline R. LaFerriere 
Crystal L. Matar 
errimack, NH 
Kate Labrecque 
_ vregy NH 
eoffrey T. Searson 
fren TS NH 
Bozena M. Butuzov 
Joshua R. Therrien 
Bonnie J. Walsh 
Newfields, NH 
Jenna R. Conner 
Newmarket, NH 
Debra A. Leonard 


Matthew 


Newton, NH 
Charlotte V. Greenwood 
Alicia J. Lamoly 
Ryan D. Lucas 

Pelham, NH 
Jade A. Chretien 
Christina M. Hendrigan 
Da Ye Yun 

Plaistow, NH 
Kimberly A. Balamotis 
Anthony J. Bevilacqua 
Christine R. Bond 
Jeffrey T. Budek 
Lisa A. Bunkartas 
Corey T. Callahan 
Kelsey L. Collins 
Cassandra M. Flanagan 
Alyssa M. Fraser 
Russell F. Galvin 
Stephanie L. Gaudette 
Kurt T. Jeffries 
Jerri L. Johnston 
Mary P. Kennedy 
Melinda-Anne Leith 
Scot A. Lightizer 
David J. Macaro 
Timothy R. Meehan 
April A. Moody 
Martha A. Shaw 
Leonard J. Silverman 
Kristen M. Sola 
Nicole B. Stearns 

Raymond, NH 
Jacqueline L. Comeau 
Theresa C. Cunningham 
Susan J. Cyr 
Jennifer A. Hudon 
Rene M. Lynch 
Michael J. Menzie 

Rochester, NH 
Randall Cima . 
Shaun M. Voss 

Salem, NH 
Michael T. Ayotte 
Martha A. Brockway 
Gregory R. Buscanera 
Mark P Cabral 
Christopher D. Capozzi 
Bradley M. Cardoza 
Daniel S. Carignan 
Cory A. Chase 
Kerri-Anne Covey 
Joshua P. Danley 
Catherine E. DeVeau 
Kathleen S. Fallon 
Kayla A, Fawcett 
Aaron E. Foss 
Sebastian F. Gaglione 
Michael J. Gallant 
Trevor J. Glines 
Brooke M. Hanson 


Chris G. Harb } 


Angela J. Hernandez 
Ronald F. Hoegen 
Stephen J. Ippolito 
Julie E. Kirkland 
Norman L. Lo 
Francesca M. Lonardo 
Meredith R. Lord 
Susan F, Lovett 
Lyndsay M. McHale 
Bryanna L. Medina 
Emily J. Melo 
Cheryl M. Migliorini 
Nicole C. Mulloy 
Christopher J. Najem 
Lou P. O'Neill 
William. O'Shaughnessy 
Joe J. Paplaskas 
Christine M. Powell 
arkis Aaron. Shamshoyan 
Lindsay E. Simone 
Lloyd C. Sosa 
Bruce A. Spencer 
Kevin M. Swansen 
Anthony J. Tudisco 
Mary E. Wright 
Sandown, NH 
Heather L. Belanger 
Jesse W. Crapo 
Daniel P. Ferreira 
Jennifer B. Lucier 
Nicole S. Lucier 
Scott R. McCully 
Charlene A. Nutter 
Jessica L. Parasco 
Lindsay M. Patterson 
Molly A. Peake 
Seabrook, NH 
Eric D. Greelish 
Megan A. Marshall 
Randy J. Rogers 
Derek C. Stewart 
South a NH 
Margaret M. 
Strafford, NH 
Allysa R. Lake 
indham, NH 
Meagan E. Cleary 
Rabin V. Fantegrossi 
Alana C. Forgione 
Jonathan S. Pennisi 
Gena L. Stearns 
Mary E. Wright 
Providence, RI 
Dorca I. Mercedes 
Conway, SC 
Scott D. Calderwood 
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Arts and Entertainment 


~ The Avengers amazes 


By MICHAEL LITMAN 
A&E Editor 


Ever since the Avengers had 
been releasing footage of the 
upcoming film I had been eating it 
up. Now that Marvel's ultimate 
superhero mash up has been 
released I can tell you guys have 
nothing to worry about. For those 


who do not know the premise of 


the film. The story revolves around 
a group of superheroes being 
forced to team up and fight a 
greater evil that could potentially 
take over the world. 

While it took 5 movies to lead 
up to this superhero mash up it is 
not necessary to watch them all to 
enjoy this film. So for any for those 
who are worried they will not 
understand what is going on trust 
me, the film moves forward fairly 
easy without leaving anyone 
behind. While there might be a few 
inside jokes or lines that characters 
say pertaining to previous films, 
those scenes are meant for the fans 
that took the time to watch all the 
films have a meaning. 

The story revolves around a 
large cast of characters, which 
would make some people assume 
that many don't get the desired 
screen time they deserve. That is 
not entirely the case in this situa- 


-Convenient Transfer 


tion if one character was to be lim- 
ited on screen time that would be 
Jeremey Reinners character 


‘Hawkeye, but for this film it is 


acceptable due to his character 
only having a small cameo in the 
film “Thor” as opposed to every- 
one else who had more screen time. 
Nonetheless Reinners character is 
still full of intense scenes that 


make the character an equal part of 


the Avengers movie. 

The most interesting premise 
around the whole movie is the jux- 
taposition of the characters. How 
some of the characters we are 
introduced to are completely polar 
opposites from other team meme- 
bers. Its through these different 
personalities that either clash or 
unite together. It's interesting to 
see how some characters that you 
wouldn't expect to become close 
allies actually do. 

The character that stole the 
show the most was the Incredible 
Hulk, who was played by Mark 
Ruffalo. Eric Bana and Edward 
Norton have both played in previ- 
ous Hulk franchises, neither film 
was known as a major success. In 
this case 3rd time's the charm 
where Mark Ruffalo now gets to 
try his role as Bruce Banner. the 
character here is full of emotion 
and humor. In other films Bruce 


Banner was always structured as 


Xe 


-Transfer Scholarships 


-Located in Downtown Boston 


-NAIA Division II Athletics 


-Study Abroad Opportunities 


Contact the Admissions Office to set up your 
individualized interview and tour of the campus. 


Phone: 617-236-8818 
E-mail: admissions@fisher.edu 


FISHER COLLEGE 


Process 


audience 


Andy Robinson Photo 


From L-R are Colby Hurd, Michael Litman and Chris Donahue dressed as characters 
from “The Avengers” taking the taking the entire experience beyond just the theater. 


more of shallow character that you 
just wouldn't want to get angry. 
While in the Avengers you truly get 
a sense compassion and sympathy 
for the struggle that he has to live 
with. Then you add a little anger to 
this character and you have some 
of the best action scenes and comic 
relief to make the movie fun and 
intense at the same time. 

Director Joss Whedon created 
a film complex enough to please 


www.fisher.edu 


To Learn More 


www.nec.edu/transfer_fall 


118 Beacon Street, Boston MA 02116 


any super hero fans, but made the 
film simple enough that newcom- 
ers alike can watch it and enjoy it 
as well. While the film runs for 2 
hours and 20 minutes its amazing 
how much Whedon gets accom- 
plished in such a small amount of 
time. It's impressive just how much 
you can learn about all the charac- 
ters and what kind of people they 
are with certain iconic actions and 
dialogue that presents itself 


throughout the film. 

The Avengers is the true start 
to the summer blockbuster films, 
and with many other big films 
preparing for release it can be said 
that the bar is already set very 
high. With a large set of A list 
actors and an awesome action film 
“The Avengers” is a must see for 
anyone who into a fun and action 
packed adventure. 


New England College 


Summer 


Transfer/Info Days 


Are Just 


AROUND THE Corner! 


June 1, 8, 22, 29 


Jucy 20 
Aucust 3, 10, 17, 24 


Sicn Up 


1.800.521.7642 


On-the-Spot Admissions Decision 


Campus Life 


Writing awards 2012 


By S.J.A 
Campus Life Editor 


On Friday April 27 Northern 
Essex held their 29th annual Writing 
Awards Ceremony in the Tech 
Center. Professors, students, and par- 
ents alike gathered in support of the 
students being honored for excel- 
lence in writing for the 2011-2012 
semesters. 

Coordinated by Lis Espinoza and 
hosted by English department chair, 
Steve Mathis, awards were given to 
qualifying students in the areas of 
English Composition I and _ II, 
Journalism, Creative Non-Fiction, 
and Literature. 

Espinoza introduced honorees 
while adding, “Writing is the finger- 
print to the human soul.” 

A select few of the honored stu- 
dents were asked to read pieces from 
their analytical essays. English 
Composition I students, Jacob 
Arsenio, Moise Dupuy, and Shawn 
Mahoney took to the podium to read 
their works, with Mahoney giving a 
heartfelt and emotional thank you to 
Lis Espanoza for all her help and 
encouragement. 

English Composition IT speakers 
included, Fadia Chahine who read 
her “Poetry is a Breeze in the Wind,” 
and Mason Keeley who read from his 


A 
—— 


NASHUA, 


Everson Taveras, Lisa Lemoi and Michele Simon pictured 
above were all honored at the 29th Annual Writing awards. 


“The Clock, the Slipper, and the 
Silver Spoon.” 

All English Comp. I and II stu- 
dents were recognized for their ana- 
lytical and literature based essays 
who were called up individually and 
awarded a certificate and a single 
flower. 

Both lat Azur and Carole 
Doucette were awarded for their 
Creative Non-Fiction composition 
and two Journalism — students, 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Michele Simon and _ Patrick 
Reynolds, also gained honorable 
mention for their articles in The 
Observer. 

Cake and a light luncheon was 
served to all who attended, while a 
large overhead screen flashed 
excerpts from past and present writ- 
ing nominees. 

Top prizes included scholarships 
and a Dell laptop. 
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NECCPA 
Scholarship 


Outstanding student 
recieves scholarship. 


By STEVE RUSSELL 
Guest Writer 


On Monday April 23, at the 


monthly chapter meeting, the 
Northern Essex Community College 
Professional Association (NECCPA) 
presented its 2012 scholarship award 
to Lindsey Curole of Merrimac. 

Lindsey is a student in the NECC 
Laboratory Science program who 
will be transferring in the fall to U 
Mass Lowell's Clincial Lab Science 
program. Lindsey has volunteered in 
a lab scince high school outreach 
program and is a member of the Phi 
Theta Kappa honor society. The 
paper she submitted as part of the 
scholarship competition dealt with 
Electron lonizatoin Mass 
Spectrometry. 

Dr. Kevin Mitchell, of the NECC 
Natural Sciences Department nomi- 
nated Lindsey for the award. The 


award is for $1000. 


Connecting 


you and your 


Finish your Bachelor's 
Degree at Rivier College 


Rivier College 


Peter Flynn Photo 


From left to right are 
Lindsey Curole, Dr. 
Kevin Mitchell and Dr. 
Stephen Russell, presi- 
dent of NECCPA. 

NECCPA is the professional staff 
and faculty union at Northern Essex, 
the local chapter of the 
Massachusetts Community College 
Council (MCCC). The scholarship is 
presented annually to a promising 
student nominated by one of the 
uni/]Kjon members. Funds from the 
award come primarily from an annu- 
al bake sale. 


future 


More than 30 Undergraduate 
degree programs in: 


Education, Nursing, Psychology, 
Business Administration, and more 


Www.rivier.edu 


Register for 
classes today 
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Features 


By MICHELE SIMON 
Features writer 


As this golden year at Northern 
Essex winds down, looking back on 
all the amazing events that took place 
during the year would seem like the 
thing to do; after all, NECC only 
turns 50 once. But for many of us we 
are streaming on ahead at Mach 
speeds toward futures both known 
and unknown. 


When a jet-powered aircraft 
rips through the sky going at 
Mach speeds you can imagine 
what a thrilling ride that would 
be. But we wouldn't want to be 
caught in its backwash 
because the temperature of an 
afterburner on a jet engine 
burns around 1200 degrees 
Fahrenheit. 


Glowing in our wake, it may not 
be the blazing moments we remem- 
ber the most but the little moments - 
the milestones achieved - the words 


of encouragement - or the little bits of 


inspiration that shiver like the radiant 
dance of fire. 


Most planes use afterburn- 
ers sparingly. For example, a 
military jet would use its after- 
burners during a high-speed 
maneuver in a dogfight or 
when taking off from the short 
runway on an aircraft carrier. 


One of those momentimesthe 
school and spoke about achieving his 


Afterburn 


dream. This accomplished astronaut 
said to a room full of college students 
that when he was a college student at 
Connecticut University he saw Neil 
Armstrong land on the moon, and he 
knew that was what he wanted to do. 

But it wasn't his encouraging 
words like; “You gotta dream some- 
times...you have to make turns. 
You'll get there, the road is never 
straight...” that made the most 
impact, but the smile on his face as a 
child asked a question and then lit up 
in delight at the answer, or the laugh- 
ter and joy in his voice as he chatted 
to people in the audience like they 
were old friends. He was just an ordi- 
nary guy in the room and that's what 
made him so extraordinary - like he 
could be just one of us, or we could 
be him. 


Oxygen can be found all 
over the earth. A jet-powered 
aircraft's afterburner injects 
fuel directly into the exhaust 
stream and burns it using the 
oxygen. This heats and 
expands the exhaust gases fur- 
ther, and can increase the 
thrust of a jet engine by 50 per- 
cent or more. 


I's amazing how a little help 
from someone can go a long way 
toward making us more confident. 
During the school year, all around the 
college there were people offering 
help like tutoring, or inspiration like 
music-filled Spring Jams that made 
us want to dance, even though finals 
were looming. 


The big advantage of an 
afterburner is that you can sig- 
nificantly increase the thrust of 
the engine without adding 
much weight or complexity to 
the engine. 


The journey toward attaining our 
dreams may not always seem easy, 
but there are people like Author 
Michael Tougias that remind us that 
determination can prevail. Tougias 
recently visited the college and 
talked about his nonfiction book 
“The Finest Hours,” which will soon 
be made into a movie. It took him 
eight years while he was unemployed 
to gather the information and write 
the book. 

Like Tougias and Chang-Diaz, 
for some of us the journey to attain- 
ing our dreams may not be the easi- 
est, but the Mach speed jet ride when 
we get there will well be worth the 
climb. 


Afterburning is a method of 
increasing the thrust of a jet 
engine for short periods of 
time in order to improve the 
aircraft's combat perform- 
ance, take-off, or climb. 


The golden anniversary of NECC 
may have been the glittering news of 
the year, but all the little moments we 
have reaped during the year may pro- 
pel us even further and faster in our 
journey than we ever thought possi- 
ble. 


The Blue Angels at Pease Airforce base in NH. The fastest 
speed flown during a show is 700 mph (just under Mach 1). 
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Summertime and the living’s easy!!! 


Volleyball try-outs in 
the fall of 2012 


By JosH PELTONOVICH 
Sports Editor 


First off with I'd like to say con- 
grats and thanks ta all NECC athlet- 
ics this season for the amazing year 
of sports. | saw much hard work and 
dedication from all the teams. It was 
my privilege to meet all of you and 
get to work with you through the 
sports page. Even though I didn’t 
play any sports, I always felt like one 
of the team when I was around all 
you guys and girls. Thanks for mak- 


-ing it a great year as sports editor. 


Also I’d like to send out a special 
congratulations to Chris Baxter from 


“Hampton N.H., for being selected as 


the NECC Male Student-Athlete of 
the year. Chris will be attending 
school in San Diego in the fall, good 
luck Chris. Receiving the NECC 
Female Student-Athlete of the year 
was Erica Gale from Goffstown N.H. 
Erica will also be attending school 
elsewhere in the fall, so good luck as 
well Erica. 


This school year has flown by 
academically and athletically. It 
seems like the sports are ending as 
soon as they begin. Our NECC 


Knights baseball team has had an 
- outstanding season. The team fin- 
ished 27 and seven in the regular sea- 
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son. The team will be traveling to 
Texas for the division three national 
title championship game. The base- 
ball program at NECC has always 
been one of great reputation. They 
lived up to every ounce of that repu- 
tation this season. Some notable 
baseball accomplishments this sea- 
son are; Pat Parker lead the country 
in hitting, 3rd in RBI’s, 2nd in on- 
base percentage, Nick Goodin was 
21st in the country in hitting, Manuel 
Cabral was 12th in the country in 
RBI’s, Luke Reynolds was 17th in 
the country in RBI’s, Domingo Cruz 
was 6th in the country for on-base 
percentage, Manuel Cabral’ was 4th 
in the country in fielding percentage. 
The team was 2nd in the country for 
team batting average. 


Then, last but not least are our 
champion track and field athletes. 
Here are the results from the NJCAA 
National Division II] Championships 
held this past weekend at Alfred 
State University in upstate NY. The 
day was a historic one for our pro- 
gram as we put all three men on the 
podium in their respective events. 
This was the most since 2006. Dan 
Busta, Gabe Frias and Anthony 
Giorgi all received coaches associa- 
tion All-American Honors. Anthony 
Giorgi ran an incredible race with a 
time of 15.75, placing 3rd in the 110 
hurdles and setting a new school 
record. This is the best place a male 
athlete has had at Nationals since 
2006. Gabe Frias ran a respectable 
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race finishing in 6th place. Anthony 
will be leaving us as he enters the 
University of New Hampshire next 
year. He has a tremendous future 
ahead of him as a hurdler. Dan Busta 
had his best throw of the season in 
the Javelin with a toss of 43.31 
meters, landing him in 6th place. The 
Men's team also finished in 17th out 
of 20 teams with 12 points just edg- 
ing out Roxbury Community 
College, Finger Lakes and Bergen. 
Harper College from Illinois was the 
Men's Champs. 

Coach Andrew Barron said this 
about the three students, “These 
three men were amazing this week- 
end in the biggest stage of our sport. 
I told them all it takes is one throw, 
one race, one chance to be a champi- 
on and they did exactly that. They 
were focused, determined and ready 
to go up against the best Division II 
had to offer. I couldn't be more 
proud. They showed they have what 
it takes to be a winner and I'm 
thrilled to have been able to coach 
them this season.” 

Do to unfortunate circumstances 
the volleyball team was unable to 
compete this season because of lack 
of participation. They hope to start 
up again in the fall of next year. For 
anyone interested, contact the rec- 
tional center in the fall next year. I 
would also like to say thank you to 
Sue MacAvoy and Maureen Saliba 
for all their help this season with 
sending me scores and keeping me 
posted ‘on the lastest information 


For application & details, go to 
www.mcvfa.org 


or call 1-800-551-FIRE 


YOUR NEIGHBORS 
NEED YOU NOW! 


Are you ready to serve your 
community as a Call/Volunteer 
Firefighter or EMT? 


Earna 


COLLEGE 
SCHOLARSHIP 


when you become a volunteer! 


relating to sports. 

The end of the school year and 
the beginning of the summer brings 
excitement to all. Returning althetes 
and future stars, just remember to 
stay fit this summer, exercise both 
your mind and body. When its 
extremely hot, keep your body fresh 
by drinking water and lots of it. 

Fianally I'd like to say thanks to 
all the NECC dancers who worked 


Our three NEGCC track and field champions!!! 


Massachusetts Call/Volunteer Fighters’ Association 


hard all year long for their recital last 
weekend. I attended the Friday night 
show and it was spetacular. The 
young women and men put so much 
into these shows. Make sure to come 
and check them out next year. Most 
of all stay classy Northern Essex and 
enjoy the nice weather and summer- 
time to relax!! 


NECC Courtesy Photo 
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On to Kolkata 

It was dark when we 
entered Kolkata, but the 
small stalls were in full com- 
merce. The next day we 
awoke to this teaming city 
and walked awhile through 
the streets toward the build- 
ing which houses the Sisters 
of Charity. On these streets, 
there were people washing 
up at the water spickets , men 


with lathered faces sitting for ~ 


a shave, chai vendors pour- 
ing their hot brew into terra- 
cotta cups, which are recy- 
cled by crushing them back 
into the earth, fences and 
windows sporting colorful 
newly washed clothes, and a 
butcher shop bearing the 
sign, “No beef.” To keep on 
schedule, we took rickshaws 
the rest of the way to the 
building which houses the 
Sisters of Charity. Our driv- 
ers were small, lean, and 
very strong as Kolkata is the 
only city in India where rick- 
shaw drivers actually pull the 
rickshaws by their own 
human labor. 

“I long for thee, Oh 
Lord,” were the words we 
saw inscribed with marigolds 
on Mother Theresa's tomb as 
we entered the quiet sanctu- 
ary, where people sat in 
respectful silence. I touched 
her tomb as we passed, want- 
ing to take with me some of 
her great love and compas- 
sion. 

We saw many contrasts 
that day in the hustle bustle 
of Kolkata traffic: makeshift 
slum dwellings in the shad- 
ow of a luxurious mall where 
I also saw my first chubby 
Indian child and young girls 


of the beloved poet, Tagore, 
and the Victoria Memorial 
with its huge expanse of gar- 
dens, built to show the 
grandeur of Britain after the 
death of Queen Victoria. 

On to Chirkunda 

After sunrise the next 
morning, our bus entered a 
toll road that soon brought us 
to the countryside where rice 
paddies in various stages of 
cultivation stretched for 
miles. Thatched roof, mud 
huts were clustered here and 
there in these vast fields. An 
occasional tractor could be 
seen pulling a cart. Lean 
cows roamed freely as they 


This picture was taken 
Kolkata. 


also do in the cities. 

We traveled till to the end 
of the toll road and entered a 
rutted, local road which took 
us to West Bengal town of 
Asonshal, where we were to 
stay at a hotel of the same 


a crowd o 
onlookers 
greeted us. The 
mayor and rep- 
resentatives 
from the local™ 
press 
media 


There was to beg 


ate an incentive 


for otherPae A 2 
groups of med- 


ical volunteers” 
to follow us. 


Seated at long tables in 
front of the room, we were 


ag 
ee 


SORE 


: Courtesy Photo 
while delivering water in 


officially welcomed by the 
mayor. Young girls appeared 
and placed a garland of 
marigolds and white orchid- 
like flowers around each of 
our necks. Next, dipping, a 
finger in a pot of rouge, a 


Pictured above is the team of medical doctors and nurses that work at the clinic. 


and boys in jeans. 


People 
bathing in the Hooghly 
River, a tributary of the 
Ganges, and crowds who 
were part of the 3.5 million 
daily train-riders emerging 
from the Howrah Station . 
We passed the Kolkata home 


name. Loading our baggage 
into the rooms and changing 
into our scrubs, we headed 
for the village of Chirkunda, 
where we would have our 
clinic. 

Chirkunda's Welcome 

As we descended the bus, 


bindi was placed on each of 
our foreheads. 

Before we even had a 
chance to make a clear plan 
for our stations, large num- 
bers of people started filing 
in and crowding around us. 
We were forced to get to 


Waiting for the Barackpur clinic. 


admitted were to be seated in 
the courtyard where they 
would receive three brief 
classes of community educa- 
tion from Sarah on topics 
such as oral rehydration, san- 


work as fast as we could. In 
my little corner, things 
moved along but there was a 
lot of noise and crowding all 
around. People were loudly 
making demands and the 
locals in charge were yelling 
to get some order. 

After we had seen some 
200 patients, the lights sud- 
denly went out and we were 
in total darkness. The local 
staff moved the crowds out 
of the rooms and locked the 
doors behind them. We were 
there with our headlamps on 
and feeling a bit concerned. 

When the noise subsided, 
the ground crew told us to 
pack up and go back to the 
hotel to rest for another day. 
It was clear that we all knew 
we needed time to formulate 
an operational plan that con- 
trolled the crowds. We fin- 
ished the day with a deli- 
cious meal of spicy vegetari- 
an and chicken dishes, made 
our plan, and headed to bed. 

Holi 

There was excitement in 
the air when we awoke. The 
traffic was lighter and people 


©] were out and about. A loud 


speaker continually repeated 
a message. This was the day 


| of the festival of colors 


which represents the begin- 
ning of spring. In any case, 
we would be away from such 
celebration as we had a full 


j clinic day ahead. 


When we arrived at the 


| clinic space, we found that 
} the local organizers had also 
} done some careful planning 
} the night before. There was 


to be a security guard in a tan 
uniform with his gun or a 
control person at each door- 
way. Twenty-five people 
were to be admitted at a time. 

Registration was to take 
place in Room 1; we nurses 
were, except for a nurse 
working in pharmacy, in 
Room 2 along with the two 
team members doing vital 
signs; our three doctors in 
Room 3; and our Pharmacy 
in Room 4. 

All patients waiting to be 


itation, toxins, dental 
hygiene, and HIV preven- 
tion. 

When the last patients had 
been seen, | felt like a vast 
wave of these had passed 
through my station. 

We all had had many 
remarkable encounters the 
men, women, children, and 
infants of this village, some 
of whom were in life-threat- 
ening situations. 

Michele, one of our doc- 
tors, had said she would keep 
on working till the last 
patient was seen if only we 
could rest the next day. 

The final tally was that 
675 patients had been seen 
by doctors, nurses or dentists 
and all of these patients had 
received 3 community edu- 
cation classes, while waiting 
their turn in the courtyard, 
totaling 2025 sessions. This 
is how we spent Holi, no 
paint but lots of color! 

At the close of the mis- 
sion, most of the team flew 
back to the United States, 
and six of us remained 
behind for three days as 
planned to savor the beauty 
of Delhi and the Agra, the 
home of the Taj Majal. 

Yes, “Baby, baby, its’ a 
wide world.” I am so grate- 
ful to India and its people for 
expanding my vision and 
opening my heart. 


Jane is a former ESL Professor 


who retired from NECC in May 
2011. She also earned a nursing 
degree in2008 from the NECC 
evening ADN program and now 
participates in international med- 
ical missions. 


